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Abstract: Based on the gold nanorods modified by 11-mercaptopropanic acid (MUA) as the skele-
ton, the low molecular weight polyethylenimine PEI was conjugated to the surface of GNRs/MUA to
form GNRs/MUA/PEI nanocomplexes. Firstly, surface modification of gold nanorods was carried out
by using MUA to reduce the toxicity of gold nanorods caused by CTAB surfactants, and then further
modified by low molecular weight PEL. The large surface area of gold nanorods allows them to carry
more genes, which can simultaneously reduce the toxicity of cationic polymer and improve the trans-
fection efficiency of the whole system. GNRs/MUA/PEI were characterized by transmission electron
microscopy (TEM) , UV-Vis absorption spectra, and Zeta potential. The results show that MUA and
PEI are conjugated to GNRs successfully which cause charge reversal on the surface of GNRs, and
the optical properties of GNRs are well preserved. In wvitro cytotoxic effects of GNRs/MUA/PEI
(1.8 kDa) are quantified by MTT assay, and the results suggest that the cell viability is above 75%
at the concentration of 300 pg/mL, much higher than the commercialized PEI(25 kDa).
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FEPRIF A AT Tz, T LA
T 2R, G AL YU BB RE A, B
IR T RIS B — R 6T 5, 5
T ORI 2 B2 3 AR R 48R A2 56
SR, BRI BE IR 7 1Y — A G R R L = Al
LRI 25, SR 2 AR — oy R s e AR
JREEDS, AHXT T B A AR TR S R R B
MR AN AR VIR S e it A AR 2 ke T LA
YIRS S e 0, R BL I e R T2, R dE 4 g
JEAK BHES T AW M9 K BUR A6 &gk
¥ ( Gold nanorods , GNRs ) J&— gtk A% 4 4 K 5t
Ki, E HERIE 4 90 KR T HA B3R L 2R 1w
FORAEE B CHRER BA A Oy kR
EPERURCE R KRR 2 TR RS L AL,
FAER /NG 254 S KA 73+ 1 DNA [ SiRNA
Pk A, R T RAF RN AT, B H AT
ik AR FATIC A REAE ] £ ) 2 FIE B 4 90
KAURL IR 4 G K BOR 2L AG BOA RRIR I
AT 45 B R SL IR (SPR) 4, 38 i 42 il R[] 4
Bl AT A AT SPR A B (AT UG X
FNELIAMEIX ), SN, GNRs BEUS A b I 21
HIGREREEAT SRR A S BOE AR M O
MFE T, 76 % 9 1Y 6 R 7 b H A RR IR 1 AR
e

FHEFRAEYR LIG VR (PED) & &2 %%,
A LU i 7 HL VR FH 5 DNA 8 SiRNA 8429077+
G MEARY . TR T IR AR AN,
REAZ ORI DNA 32 4% 10 il e A, 12 2F 5 40 B 1)
S5 R, ik BH S 126 1 i 1R 2 1 1y il 7Y
-2 TR R ZH ARSI R G Y TN sl ) 1k g 3 R
TP ST TP B B T R AR TR st
B A I A K B B TSR AT
fife, BRI T HAE A Wy B 2 A R R RS
KB, AR X 43 5 dt ] DAl 2D B 205 S g 1)
B, EL TR Ao 2 e g R R RS IR ke
Z WA A B B — 20 2 2 T 20 W e 1) e
Y R IR TR AT o, AR SCRHIR S T
i) PEI 5 GNRs #4546, R K7+t PEI %
FHES 7R AW 40 i 281 , [ FIH GNRs B R
f Fb 2% T R HE— 2 oK PEL B #571 JL IR RE /7, 44
## GNRs/MUA/PEI & R 2k {4, i # BE BB 0% FE I

uu\«

FHES R AW R B, SCRERS B o 4 AR R 1Y 5%
Je K, A MTT 3% & M GNRs/MUA/PEI
(1.8 kDa) X MCF-7 2 Jfi 1% 4 B 25 14 , 45 4k 58
GNRs/MUA/PEI( 1.8 kDa) %t 4o 2EPE%/N 7R 31
T A A TR AR 5 B 0 K R AR G AT AT R A
PE, IR AR R R 25 s i AR B AL T — A
) SR

2.1 XE5iEH

A B A MR LAY 1 30 3 28 471 mT O 3 21 47
Gy TG T ( Carry5000, 35 5, ZEHEAR ) KD, w5 i
P HL 85 (FEI Tecnai G2 S-Twin ) Wi 2% 1l 45 B
GNRs FIESUFIRGY , BEARKRLEE Zeta HEAS I 2 X
(Nano ZS90 , f =] , Hy/R 3C) F T i 7K &
Kt B F A, R 22 D) BE i FR A ( Infinite
M200 Pro, ¥+, TECAN) #E47 MTT iz,

R 44 R (HAuCl, - 3H,0,99% ) .+~
Jo ik = L RLIR AL iz (CTAB,99% ) LR ILFR ( As-
corbic acid,AA,99% ) fiHBR 4 ( AgNO,,99.9% ) |
=150 (NaBH,, 98% ) , & & ¥ W i ( PEI, 25
kDa, 99% ) . 11-3i % + — X ( 11-mercaptounde-
canoic acid, MUDA ,95% )¥Jly A Sigma /~w], &
AR e (PEL, 1. 8 kDa,99% ) Wy [ Alfa 2\ 7).,
pH 7.2 1y PBS ZZ ¥ .DMEM ( GIBCO) 4k
1fiL7% ( Fetal bovine serum, FBS) . JiE B 40 fifd VH 16 7R
(Typsin-EDTA solution) . HT 4= % ( Penicillin-strep-
tomycin ) | H 2 WE 145 JE PO 14 ( Methyl thiazolyl tet-
razolium , MTT) 304 [ 38 = RAEWF AR A R AF
2.2 EHKENER

Hif, % GNRs & e et w hir 2 A
BTV, IR B SR TR DAk LU
FiARIE4E ARl X 8 A A R HE A I HL i 4
1 AR MR PR, S B A4S GNRs S5 s T (4
PO AR SOR A A AR R A 45 GNRs,

7610 mL ¥ JE 4 0. Imol/L ) CTAB & h
JIA 0.2 mL ¥ H 0. 01 mol/L ) HAuCl, ¥,
FASRE T W v A R, R,
G A 500 pL ¥ 8 0. 01 mol/L #Y VK Y
NaBH, , %0 2 S hr 0, 4R ZE 218 B £ 2 min, RIS
R,

43 B ELHIE B A 25 mmol/L (4 HAuCI, |
WREN 0.2 mol/L BUBTIRIMLAR (AA) WK R 0.1
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mol/L Y CTAB ¥ ¥, HU— {50, s & 1
IR BRI A A, B2 N — 7 B[] i o) B
50 mL A KW,

0.5 mL &FINAZ] 50 mL A K, e
1E 30 CKI 7, BIF5 3 GNRs/CTAB %,
2.3 GNRs/MUA/PEI % &

GNRs/MUA/PEL 44 K 25 14 i) il 2% J # 4nn =] 1
Fis . S, 22 mg MUA [E{RF—37 10 mL 3
BAAFH P, A 4 mL HPLC /K, HiA MR
T OB, A 800 wlL 20% f¥) NaOH , 2%
P2 HE S min J575 25 B, AMIK 2] 5 mL, #5
FHFE N 23 mmol/L A MUA W, %A 5 mL
WeFE N 3 mg/mlL F GNRs ¥ W& 193750 22 18
A1 mL ¥ J 23 mmol/L ) MUA %W, 1R
N 24 h, LA 6000 r/min %58 &0 20 min, $572
EWEW, I 5 mL K A 4R EL 15 3
GNRs/MUA W,

SRIG WO 1 mg/mL 1) PEI # N 2|
1 mL () GNRs/MUA W, & i T KW 30 min,
PL4 500 r/min A95EH B0 15 min, RERAREE A
KN, 205 A 1 mL K% ff 5

—
MUA |
GNRs exchange
) PEI
coating
2 CTAB
] MUA
D

1 GNRs/MUA/PEL 24K 2 A f il 45 J5 R 22 &
Fig. 1  Synthetic scheme of GNRs/MUA/PEI

2.4 FHEWK

P B KB MCF-7 40 70 807 & 10%
AR B R 3, A G B E T
96 fLHH, BEFLZY 10 000 40, 7 CO, M 4H
FEE 12 h(37 C R ECHR 5% 01 R
FEY G RE 4 B0 20 WL 4 41 8% 5 A
TRl e BE i) GNRs/CTAB, GNRs/MUA PEI (1. 8
kDa) .PEI(25 kDa) ., GNRs/MUA/PEI (25 kDa) .
GNRs/MUA/PEI(1.8 kDa) il A 96 fLtl, A[EZE
G AR F i B R LR FE 4 R 25,50, 100,

200,300 pg/mL, 55 —ZHWFE TR R 24 h, 55—
ZHIFEE AR 48 h,

3 #RBE

3.1 AEKELL GNRs BIRAE

K2 Rk F A A R I il 48 1) GNRs 193 5
HIBE(TEM) 4%, GNRs KA 9 R 2: 1,
3.5:1.4.5:1,0.3 mol/L FHER 1IN A4 5
200,400,600 pl., & 2 7T LA, Bl & 1)
GNRs R/NREEY)— R IHGH , s dcHE R Ay, @
T AR S S5, T LA S GNRs F 2T A0 4R 1
WAy . B3 435 S A 200, 400, 600, 800
wL ERFER T & A R A2 L Y GNRs 19 iz ok
T, p AT Bl R RN & (935 i, GNRs
P2\ T) A 5 - iR W A e B A T AN [ R B ) 21
%, M\ 640 nm 1% & 850 nm, % W] GNRs Ay K42
FEASIBTE K,

SERID IR 38 Ao 4 U R T AR R A i A T
DAA St S 90RR PR KR L, X i TRl
HRWIA R pH {ERE Z 387N, CTAB 11
MRl 2 228, CTAB 3R B 7E {110} 1) |
TE BOBLZ I T 10 ] 4 4 K JUREAE {110 | 1T i A=

2:1 [ 4 3.5:1 45:1
- [} § \

0 - '
193¢ b 4l 7 D 74
Y~ T

A Al &
K2 KA 2:1 3.5:1 .4.5: 1/ GNRs A5

Lo Xt REE TEM [
Fig.2 TEM images of GNRs with aspect ratios of 2: 1, 3. 5:

1, and 4.5: 1, respectively.

Absorbance

1 1 1 | |
400 500 600 700 800 900 1000

A/nm
K3 ARREIARLE GNRs B EOERS
Fig.3  Surface plasmon absorption spectra of GNRs with dif-

ferent aspect ratios
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1, BT A oK A 1Y 58 B2 (T ) AR 9848, GNRs
AIRAR EAWTIG K,
3.2 AEKEZLEMEHKENRETRE DR
R TR E PERT Y GNRs 47— 1Y
WFFERL , AR T il 4 (9 A ] 442 L9 GNRs
HEAT T AR PRI, S i S SE e o
AR By it 4 R [ AR LB GNRs, 2R J5 Al
BB RLEE 73 BT B35 e T A FHAR LRy
GNRs 7EZK I W Y e AR e vk, UE T )5 2218
MiLA BRI, N 4 FR g 1eT DUk B, K
R 2: 169 GNRs MI7K &R AR R E TE 50 nm /42
A, TCR MR FE A4k, L BIOPE KRG TR, B L)
TESS AL IATHE R GNRs KARLLZ R 2011,

100
—a— 2]
00 —e—3.5:1
——15:]
8ot
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50r F\i—y———%——’—é
40
0 2 4 6 g
t/d
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PR IR RS E

Fig.4  Colloid stability of GNRs at the aspect ratios of 2: 1,
3.5:1, and 4.5: 1, respectively.

3.3 GNRs/MUA/PEI 91 F ¥ I8 RAE

H T MUA 5FHE R 59 PEL &1 %] GNRs
K2 FEH Zeta WA KA B0 IE 738 B A8
1k, G PR S f 45 JE AT 1, MUA 5 PEL B )
BMi%) GNRs R, i TRIEMRT GNRs £

60 7 GNRs/MUA/
PE1(2.5 kDa)
40 NRs GNRs/MUA/

PE1(1.8 kDa)
204

Zeta potential/mV

GNRs/MUA

Kl 5 GNRs, GNRs/MUA, GNRs/MUA/PEI [ Zeta Hi
HilEl

Zeta potential of GNRs, GNRs/MUA, and GNRs/
MUA/PEI, rspectively.

Fig. 5

T B T KRB CTAB 431, Zeta HLAE N +36. 8
mV , HR M IE #1816 MUA J5 , H Zeta HL 7728
H —46.4 mV, il MUA i1t S—Au 8l hHb 3t
Wr R, FLSE TR A9 CTAB % MUA 4> 78k
Ak R E Ay R ® . 2 R E TR
PEI &M J5 , GNRs [ Zeta HLA743 51K +32. 4 mV
Fl+48.5 mV, UEBH BH &S+ 3R & 4 © 6l ) Hh i i
i EEL I RV PR B 31 GNRs/MUA 21

Kl 6 2o id AN [FR B i Y GNRs W1 AT
DRSO . INEIH AT LUE 1, GNRs (1)

1.8

— GNRs

1.6F — GNRs/MUA
. — GNRs/MUA/PEI(1.8 kDa)
—— GNRs/MUA/PEI(25 kDa)

Absorbance
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Surface plasmon absorption spectra of the surface

functionalized GNRs

GNRs/MUA«

A

€l 7 GNRs,GNRs/MUA . GNRs/MUA/PEI (1. 8 kDa) .
GNRs/MUA/PEI(25 kDa) 44K ki TEM F1%
TEM images of GNRs, GNRs/MUA, GNRs/MUA/
PEI(1.8 kDa), and GNRs/MUA/PEI (25 kDa),

respectively.

Fig. 7
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W 0 5 7E 650 nm 4k, GNRs/MUA . GNRs/MUA/
PEI [\ I A HE T GNRs 2 % 48 T AN R
JEMAH , X2 TR AT A R A 3T
B LA T A, X 5HE PRI TSR KT
MUA K CTAB %72 BT 5 RAG  Bif)5
) GNRs WETEXIHR R & A SR L , Ui W SR & WA 1s
AN TR G A1 58, GNRs/MUA . GNRs/MUA/PEI
AR U MO B GNRs fRe= ki, 7 433k
&4 MUA A1 PEI () GNRs ) TEM &, MK ]
VIFE#], &M 5 GNRs fIKZ9°8 50 nm, 5824~ 20
nm, HABM 5 B4 KRR AG TR () o HichE
3.4 A E4%F= PEI &1 GNRs MRS
m AP A IR A A B GNRs R HHE K1Y
CTAB FiE %, 1 GNRs 1Y CTAB fr A 1Y
EPEEEXT T GNRs AR R i i A AR K
AR IPE > H Ik, T4 GNRs 9145 B0 25
Br—4r CTAB Z )5, B7E R E &M MUA, 4
W5 MCF-7 40 MIVESH 24 h 148 h )5, 75 75

(a) == Control
MCF-7 cells(24 h) =GNRs

== GNRs/MUA
1201 =3 GNR/MUA/PEI(1.8 kDa)
= GNRs/MUA/PEI(25 kDa)

I

100§

80y

60

40r

Cell viability/%

207

25 50 100 200 300

Concentration/ (g mlL™)

0

mmControl

() MCF-7 cells@8 h) Seanmua
= GNRs/MUA/PEI(1.8 kDa)

1207 SIGNRY/MUA/PEIRS kDa)

10019 ;

807

601

407

Cell viability/ %

207

0 25 50 100 200 300

Concentration/ (g mL™)

B8 MTT %45 GNRs .GNRs/MUA ,GNRs/MUA/PEI 7£
ARV T 5 MCF-7 4043 /£ 24 h(a) 48 h

(b) I 20 TR
Fig. 8  Viability of MCF-7 cells incubated with GNRs,
GNRs/MUA, GNRs/MUA/PEI for 24 h (a) and

48 h(b) at different concentrations.

PESE TN 8 Frw , FUm A 323 1 40 B/ b 2
FIXJ B ( Control ) , GNRs 7EMEE MUA Ji 1955 1
BR8N, AR AR A R R O, Wl AR 4 i g 14
Witk R, RIE, RATEAARS 7= 1 PEL &1
#| GNRs (2 1, W A3 1) FpE 45 R i 8 iR,
GNRs/MUA/PEI(1. 8 kDa) (440N, ieAs
REYIRIAETE I 25 ~ 300 wg/mL, 4 {77 3% 24T
TE 75% LA L, 35 15 T/ 5 LAY PET(25 kDa) . 7
Ji—XF B v, FRATT SR H = 43 F i A9 PEIL(25
kDa) f&1fi GNRs/MUA , 455 7, B 5 R A5 Wk
BE 13 K, GNRs/MUA/PEI (25 kDa) % MCF-7 4H
JRLER) T B B 5% A 2, GNRs/MUA/PEI
(1.8 kDa) Al H B 2 A L e

AT R A 5 — XA, 4 3% b GNRs/
MUA/PEI(1.8 kDa) 5 PEI(1.8 kDa) } GNRs/
MUA/PEI(25 kDa) .PEI(25 kDa) %I MCF-7 4fiJfl

(a) I Control
- [ PEI(1.8 kDa)
1207 MCF-7 cells(24 h) I GNRs/MUA/PEI(1.8 kDa)

100/ g - i I

Cell viability/ %

25 50 100 200 300

Concentration/ (pg-mL™)

(h) = Control
_ PEI(25 kDa)
1201 MCF-7 CBHS(48 h) I GNRs/MUA/PEI(25 kDa)

100

Cell viability/%

100 00
Concentration/ (g mL™)

25 50 200 3

9 MTT A& PEI(1.8 kDa) .GNRs/MUA/PEI (1.8
kDa) (a) 1 PEI (25 kDa) . GNRs/MUA/PEI (25
kDa) (b) FEANFHE T 5 MCF-7 41H4EF 24 h 1)

YR EEPE
Fig.9  Viability of MCF-7 cells incubated with PEI (1. 8
kDa) , GNRs/MUA/PEI (1.8 kDa) (a), and PEI
(25 kDa) , GNRs/MUA/PEI (25 kDa) (b) for 24

h at different concentrations.
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fEEtE, S5 ME 9 AT LI H], PEI(]1. 8 kDa)
FEMERAIC T 2 Wk BE R T3 KBS, PEL( 25 kDa) B9
YHLAF I R A, Xk — 2D UESE T IRATRH
fi5>¥-5 PEL il 8 94 K B4 i G B . 7EAH [F] vk
FERY % T, GNRs/MUA/PEI (1. 8 kDa) 5 PEI
(1.8 kDa) AH L ICHH B A5 4k

4 4k ‘i/\

‘a

SR A AR AR A 32 i 4 GNRs, d i o2 A
W I A X GNRs #Y K AR HL AT 4%, DA
11T JE ORGSR PR Aoy B R i 2EAT T R B . SR

GNRs/MUA/PEI(1. 8 kDa) 44K 444 FFHl &1
WK AR HAR B T GNRs B AMERR, R
MTT Fb I 4 K A 1 20 B 2 1, 25 1 o
GNRs/MUA/PEI( 1.8 kDa) %4 >k 2514 41 Jifg 75 11 4%
N, R RA YRR E I 25 ~ 300 pe/mL, 41l
TR RADAE 75% LA b, WA R 54 F B9 PEL(25
kDa ) 40 MEA7-35 RALAE 30% LA b, Al DL 40 i 77376
Rt T AL PEL(25 kDa) ., GNRs/MUA/
PEI( 1.8 kDa) 44K 4R 14 i 45 77 15 T 20, O HL45
47 PEI(1. 8 kDa) flR#PEF GNRs B KR MR
DL 7 EBAE A o 255 ) N K BB AR 3 6 3 IR I 2

S5 MUA 5 PEI 8153 GNRs 2e1a, i IN75 3] Yy T A W) = 2 40

& £ X #.
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